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Cobbs Hall 
Nor thh land  County, VA 

Cobbs Hall, originally built on this spot circa 1720, burned in 1846 ead rebuilt in 1853 on 
the fwndations of its predeamr, stands today as a significant Northan Neck landmark 
as well as one of the earliest m&es sssockted with the dissinauished Lee familv of 
V i  It is m exact copy if th eighteedmmq house witl~-the cxceptbn of iakin.g 
~~8onthenorihsideofthehowre. MardLaLeeHamy.theLe4descendantwho 
rebuilt haancestralhome, said s h s h a d g r o w n u p i n t h e ~ h a n d n e v a b e e a  
warm a QY in the winter time so she did not install windows on the north side of the new 
dwelling. 

Built as a riv- plantation aeat for one ofthe Commonweatth's pnmia fiunilics, the 
hoWK was c o d  to overlook Dividing CneL in N o d n d a b d  County. Th 
present imte bellum reaidewe is a ~RWWY, brick dwelling with a &le @ built in the 
eaditiolurl manner of rising above a d y  roughly finiabed, hieEnglish basement. 
The house on the nuin floor d a t a  of a lPge central hall with a double parlor, divided 
by large pocke4 doom on the left (north) and a dining room, enclod suircaae and 
service room to tbe right (eoutb). On the seoond floor, a oentrrl hall with two 
bsdchrrmbas each on eitha side &a divides the house. The mrin floor is noted for its 
~ b e l l u m p ~ o n t b c & ~ o f t h e c s n t n t h l l a r d t b c d o u ~ e ~ l ~ ~ r t i o 1 ) 8  
of which have ban pab&r@y nrdond by the pnaent o m .  

The main dwelling is r five-bay, double pile struum, CO- in common b o d  brick 
w i t h s t o a c ~ . n d ~ ~ ~ w o p c n i n s r c o n r i s t o f s i x 9 v a - s i x p a a c s .  The& 
and soutb ebvaths hvc two aedaterior end chimneys tlrnldag the peak of the gable. 
T h e ~ ~ a s i m p h c o m i c e w i t h ~ r u d a m o d w t d a m i l c o u r a e a t t h e  
caveu. T h c ~ ~ ~ d e M t i o n s b o t h h a w a ~ e n t r a n a w i t h s i m i l ~ D o r c b c s  

entrance (on enst and west) b via double leaf doon with dwomtiva Jufiowdr: diamond 
paneled, one-half lung& sideiighta with plnlr below and an elaboratq fidl length 
h'msomwithdiamondandovall i~TbaeantwoBdditionrlbulldwd~tothe 
~ 8 ~ ~ ~ t h c n o r t h a o d s o u t b ~ ~ .  



Cobbs w1 
Northumbaland County, VA 

The signifiurot plasterwork in the ceiling of the antral ball contain8 aa egg and dart 
motifwhich m the circumf&mce of the hall and detines three iuwt oanelr the central 
large paael containing m elaborate plaster medallion &om which a ha;deome crystal 
~ e t i a b o a g s . ~ h e ~ l i o a i s ~ 6 d ~ i n a ~ s c a k s n d w i t b o u r t h e  
~intheccilingsofbothparlors.-~ofthc&wnml&~uealroa#utedin 
plaster. 

The house is approached on cumal axia by a drive that Jso pksecs the hisroric Cobbs 
Hall graveyardwhsnmanygenemionsoftbcLae Emily hvebeen intend, including 
Richard Lee, the emigrmt, who first patented the lead on which Cobbs W sits in 1651, 
and his wife, Anna Constable. 

To the north of the house stauds the runains of an early ozwmd+haIf stay brick, h e -  
bay stmuwe (38 H foot by 2O-foat), of which only the walls remain. A dctemmb 

. . on 
needstobemrdewhetbathisbuildiogr~mearlistC~Wdwell~ Tothe 
e o u t h o f t h c ~ d a b r i & o ~ a r d 0 r y ~ h a r a c , ~ 1 3 % ~ b y 1 3 %  
fea and covered by a hipped roof and the Wfbt by 2%- plantah kitchen tbat bar 
been recamtructed on its original site. To the north of Cobbs Hall is a brick, hipped roof 

- 
fhcingtherivsli8theHuvsycealetsrycontlintagthe~offhmilymembers 
although only two stone mukm m extant. It b believed that Muth Lee Harvey is 

Tbe ridelighta snd musonu of the ammces to the ceatral haU contrincd c o l o n # C ~  
glrssindsdbyMuthL#~.One~aofwhichnmainsinpltctd~withthc 
transom of the other. A A ofthe aha original side lights are in axage. 
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CobbsHall 
Northumbaland County, VA 

Statement of Significance 

Cobbs Hall is historically significant as one of the plantations aPsocined with the 
distinguished Lee family of V i in ia  &litt on land, fSnt patented by Richard Lee, the 
emigrant, in 1651, Cobbs Hall bas remaid in the owmmhip of his d c s d a a s  to the 
present day. Archkhdly ,  Cobbs Hall stads today as a two-story brick manor house, 
not only typical of its time aad pbcc but elso nosed ibr its oubtadq pIastcrworlE in the 
ceiling of the central hall as well as the ceilings of the two adjlrosm doubla plrtom. The 
~CobbsHallwasbuiltin 1853 o n t h e ~ o f t h e ~ n a l b o u e e , w h i c h ~  
constructedbytbelccscirca 1720. I t i s ~ n s t o r e d b y  i t s ~ m o w n a w h o b a s  
ntaiasd the bucolic d n g  appropriate for a Mal V i i  plantation house. 

Historical backgmd aud significance 

Cobbs Hail in Nortbumbaland County, V i i  is om ofthe noted Northan Neck 
plantatim asrocieted with the Lee famiy of Virginia since the middle of the seventee& 
century. Tbe plantation wu Origiwdly pait of the-property first owned by Col. Richard 
Lee, the emimmt. who rrcltented laad thae on Dividing Creek in 165 1. At his dcatb in 
1663,~ic~l&byd~600rrrartohissorgCbarle~~cq~ditwasthisinhaitancc 
that beclune the basis for the present COWS W 1 .  It is believed tht ChuIes Lee lived in 
the residence of his mother, fint with his pnronts and, &a his tiaha's death, with his 
stepfask, ,Edrmud ListerI whom she murid. C M c a  Lsc died in 1701 aad, by his will 
~ ~ t h e p n v i o u r y s u , b s q u e a t h c d ' Y h c 6 0 0 a c n s ~ n I n o w ~ ~ t o t h e  
Cobbs HnU pmperty, to hb xm, Charles Lee. It was this Chules Lee who built circa 1720 
t h e d ~ H J 1 o n w h o r e f ~ t h e 1 8 S 3 ~ ~ b u i h . C h r k a L a L I  
diedini74o,1srviag~~ailt0hiss0n~hukr~am(17~174~).~e~~cewo~ 
malTicdtwice,both~toLacoaIsh&his secoMIwifebcing~(diedp0st 
1761),ckughtaofLee~Lssrrndhahusband, W11liam Jonsraadgmuldaughtcr 
ofthefhtChrIaLa(died 1701). %roqMaLeeN(1744-1785)whomanied 
Sarah Hull (1747-1827), inbsritsd Cows Hall. At his death, he left du: piantah to his 
ddest~CharlesLacV,whomerriedkbdyiqwithorrt~io1794MCobbsH.ll 
to his brother, Richard Lee. At the time of Charles Lee's death in 1794 be had a b d y  
~ 1 1 8 ~ o f t h e o f i ~ 6 0 0 a c r e a g e t o ~ ~ .  



Cobbs Hall 
Northumberlaad County, VA 

Statement of Significance (continued) 

When Richard La died he I& a son, Charles Lee VI, who died without issue, and seven 
daughters, one of whom, Martha La, became the next orma of Cobbs. Martha La 
(1803-1878) married in 1833 M s  0. Harvey who actively begm purebasing additional 
w e  &om Lee heirs and adjacent landholders to expand the Cobbs Hall propetty more 
towards its original size. Mr. and Mrs. Harvey reaided in the second Cobbs Hal1 which 
war destroyed by fin in 1846. They begaa coalrtntctioa of the prrscDt house in 1853 aad 
resided there until their deatba. 

In 1856 the Herveys puchascd a 77-acre nsct from Thomu CoppeM which Richard 
Lahadsoldtohimin 1801 andwbichbordardthca~cieatLa~p~veyard,aotedtobe 
27 feet by 30 fect. As mentioned previously, thc historic Lee graveyard remains today 
about one-half mile fmm the pnsent Cobbs Hall and appears to be the bwbl place not 
only of Charles La I (died 1701) and sevesal genedona of his family fiom Cobbs Hall 
but also of his fatha, Richard Lee (died 1663) and his mother, Anna ConstaMe Lce Lista 
withhasecondhusbud,EQIlundLister. ItisimportaattomtethattheCobbsHall 

was inhritsd bv Clurles Lee I born his fat&u who was amuentlv living in his - - 
own &&ace which w& located in the vicinity of the present fhn;ib gra-d 2 the 
pmpatywasoncepaltofthep~whaeRichardLeqthee3nigrantlivedand 
became tha amstor of so m y  distiaguiahed desandartts in V i i  and Amaica 
histary. Aftathed#thofLewie~eyaadhiswifqCobbsHallpueedthrm~two 
gemmtionr of Harwys, until ow of tbau gmnddauglttecs wM the hame and mnahiq 
acreage in 1992 to Richrrd Bland Lee V, anotba d a c a h t  of the fknily, tbus allowing 
Cobb~tocontiaUeinuabtdrmLao~psincCitsfirst~in1651.Thchouscis 
beingreatoredtoitsantebellumclppmaooe, aadthe~lusbeentruetoEssm 

Cobbs Hall is significant as a ncommckd home of the distinguished Lee hmily of 
~ ig in ia .~ t i sno t sd fbr i t s~~ lo tnb ly thc in ta iarp lar terwMk~for ihe  
anti* impulses of Martha Lee k e y  who directed its deaigu to closely ressmble 
its colonial predecesac4. 



Cobbs Hall 
Northumberland County, VA 
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Verbal boundrvy ckdptkm 

The bouadary of Cobbs Hall's 6.91 ocns is shown on the map antitled 
YBoundary Survey Walter E. Hamy, Jr., Mary Fnmccr Spaagcuburg, William Hunt 
Hervcy April 13, 1992." 

verbal b o l d a y ~ c a t i o t l  

Tbenominatsdpropatyinchtdestheaainecnasc,wbicb~toamvcywithths 
dwelling. 
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